Hepatocarcinoma in a child: a clinical and experimental study.
An inoperable hepatocarcinoma in a 2-year-old female was treated with chemotherapy. Regression of the tumour allowed complete surgical excision. The tumour was successfully xenografted into athymic rats. Growth of tumour was monitored by external measurement and plasma alphafetoprotein (AFP) assays. AFP levels meanwhile in the patient fell from 2 x 10(6) international units/ml preoperatively to 10 units/ml post-operatively. The value of AFP as a tumour marker in hepatic tumours and the availability of xenograft material for experimentation enabled the measurement of plasma AFP levels as well as assessing the tumour mass.